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“Big bad Boudicca
Found the formula
To beat the Romans at their own cruel games
She smashed their armies
And she burnt their cities




Celtic life was very much tied to the natural world. They honoured Gods and Goddesses
that they believed were the Guardians of the living world. Every tree, bush, flower etc
contained a deity and only their ‘priests’ — the Druids — could interpret their meanings.

Druids had a good deal of power over the people — power that the Roman invaders
feared and were determined to smash.

Boudicca was from the Iceni tribe of what we now know as East Anglia. Like
all tribes, they were proud of their warriors believing that success in battle
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He brought his legions back from Wales as soon as he could, but even so he knew he
was outnumbered. While Boudicca and her supporters continued on their trail
of destruction, he planned a strategy.

They finally met on a hillside in the Midlands chosen by Paulinus. The Roman
army assembled in ranks in front of a forest, while their enemies drew up
their wagons in a semi circle below. When the battle started, the Britons
charged into the field, hollering and brandishing their swords only to be met
by a hail of Roman javelins from above. This took them by surprise and with
their lack of body armour, many were killed. The Roman army then advanced
with their shields in front, in a wedge shape splitting the Briton’s lines. As

set upon. The Romans showed no mercy, and despite their superior
numbers, the Britons were defeated.







Draw a picture of a Celtic warrior — make him as scary as possible!

By contrast, the Roman soldiers were uniform and orderly. They wore protective
armour and helmets and carried curved shields that protected most of their
body.They were well trained and orderly and fought in well thought

out formations.



The Romans changed the entire structure of life in Britain. It became a province of the

Roman Empire ruled by a governor. The province was divided into territories, military

settlements and towns, each with their own councils to enforce the law, and its capital
was Londinium {now London).

Many of our big towns and cities date from Roman times. The Roman word foy a

military camp or fort was ‘castrum’ which gradually became
‘caster’ or ‘chester’

ACTIVITY

Look at a map of Britain. How many place names can you find that end with
‘caster’ or ‘chester’? They were probably once occupied by Roman forces.

The Romans brought many changes to the country. They built the first proper
towns in Britain, with streets of houses, shops, workshops, temples and
public baths. In the countryside they built huge villas and organised farms.
They brought crops which were hitherto unknown to the Britons, like
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As a group get ideas as to what course of action the village could take.

Stay and fight?
Set sail for another country to start a new life as many other villages have don

Divide into smaller groups to discuss the pros and cons of
each decision.

A spokesperson from each group then presents their argument
to the whole village.






Many towns and villages in Britain can be traced back to their Viking roots. Sometimes
they were named after their founders. In Barmy Britain we hear from Gigel who lives in
Gigelswick, Gunnar who lives in Gunnarside and Melson who sets up home in Melsonby

Activity

Look at a map of Britain. Can you find any places with names
ending:

‘By’ ( Viking word for farm or homestead) e.g. Rugby
‘Thorpe’ — ‘Thorp’- ‘Throp’ — “Trop’ (Viking word for farm)
E.g.: Scunthorpe

‘Toft’ (Viking word for the site of a house or a plot of land)
E.g. Lowestoft

Are there any Viking places near where you live?



Barmy Britain portrays Henry VIl as something of a naughty schoolboy on a celebrity
chat show. But was his barmy behaviour justified? The idea of Celebrity Monarch was
important to Henry — not just to bolster his own ego but in shoring up his own heredity
position. The Tudor claim to the crown of England was tenuous having been gained in
battle by Henry’s father. As a child he had grown up amidst an atmosphere
of fear of overthrow. Therefore it was vital for Henry VIl to appear as mighty
and invincible as possible in order that his claim would not be challenged.



DRAMA ACTIVITY

Status — where you were in the social pecking order —was particularly important to
Henry and his court. In an age before tabloid journalism and social media - the grander
you could make yourself seem to be then the more power you could wield.

1. Ask the students to Imagine they are Henry.- The supreme monarch No matter what
happens it is critical that he stays in control.

4. At a given signal — get them to open their eyes. Then they begin to walk around the
space on their own without talking to anyone else. Does it feel more powerful walking
fast or slowly?

5. As they walk — tell them to begin to notice other people in the room. As they pass by
without speaking, they must try and show the other person that

they are more powerful than them.

6. Now as they pass, students say ‘Good morning’ to one another. Ask them to
experiment with different ways of speaking — which feels stronger? (}
7. Finally as they walk ask the students to imagine that they have had some §j
bad news. The French invasion is not going well — but they cannot let anyone
know that anything is wrong. How does this change how they walk and talk?
8. Discuss observations with the group. What did they do physically to
make themselves feel more powerful? Is this just a king thing?

9. Look at photographs of ‘powerful’ people today. How are they






8. The command continues round the circle until it reaches the final player — the lowest rung
of the ladder — who mimes getting what is asked for before handing it to the player on his left —
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— showing due deference. 77

9. The mimed object is then passed back around the circle, with players remembering
to show who is ‘above’ and ‘below’ them, until it reaches the King.

10.The King may be displeased with the time it has taken — or be in need of
something else — and so the game continues.









The Church was very rich and powerful

Henry’s arguments in favour included:
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The marriage to Catherine had not been blessed by the previous Pope

Catherine was his brother’s wife and that was unlawful
(He had apparently found a reference in the Bible saying such)






Like her father Elizabeth was very keen to present a picture of luxury and extravagance
to the world. Despite the change to Protestantism made by Henry VI, Elizabeth’s sister
Mary had re-instated the Catholic faith. When Elizabeth took the throne she reverted to
Protestantism thus putting the country once again under threat from Catholic forces, so
the creation of an image of strength and supremacy was very important to maintain
control.

However, as Barmy Britain highlights, this was also a time of increasing poverty.
A huge growth in population, longer life expectancy, rural restructuring and bad
harvests had made the poor poorer. In the past the poor of a village were cared
for by the rich, but soon there were just too many for this to be practical.

It was worse in the countryside where farmers were turning smallholders
off the land to make way for sheep as profits from the wool trade increased.
Bad weather had brought a succession of bad harvests. Frightened that this
would lead to unrest, Elizabeth introduced the poor law which levied a tax



TERRlBLE

TUDORS

Maybe you have been injured and can’t work?
Maybe you have lost your land to a farmer who needs it for sheep rearing?

Maybe your husband has died and you cannot support yourself and your children?

Or maybe you have been caught thieving but are determined to turn over a @

new leaf if you are helped?







TERRIBLE

TUDORS

arriving and this could be your opportunity to ask for extra money. It is very important
therefore, that she gets a good impression - she might give your business a Royal Seal
of approval which would bring many more, much needed customers. .

The streets must be clean, the houses neat and tidy and any beggars kept away.
Hold a meeting in the town square to decide who should do what to prepare
and to elect a spokesperson. You also need to make sure everyone knows

how to greet a Queen: Should you bow or curtsy? Should you call her
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TUDORS
















His pistol butts-a-twinkle
His rapier hilt-a-twinkle, under the jewelled sky.

ACTIVITY

Read the description of the Highwayman in the poem, then draw a
portrait of him.

DRAMA ACTIVITY

Read the entire poem. Imagine you are helping a famous director to




There were many great Victorian inventors and engineers: Isambard Kingdom Brunel

built railways, bridges and steam ships which revolutionized travel in the country and

abroad. Henry Bessemer discovered a way of converting iron quickly into steel which
brought about the development of huge machines in manufacturing.

Joseph Bazalgette built the first sewers in towns to try and solve the problem of
polluted water. Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone and
Joseph Dunlop the pneumatic tyre. These and many others






British talent and invention. There were all manner of exhibits including: agricultural
machines, counting machines, printing machines, steam hammers, musical instruments,
carriages and bicycles.

DRAMA ACTIVITY

In groups of five or six, Imagine you are Victorian inventors.

Decide what your machine does and use your bodies
to make it.



good profit for the factory owner, wages were often very low. Today it is illegal
for children under the age of sixteen to work full time, but this was not the case in
Victorian Britain. Thousands of children from poor families were
employed in factories and mills up and down the country, and their wages
were the lowest of the lot. Children as young as seven £
would work for around seventy two.




good profit for the factory owner, wages were often very low. Today it is illegal
for children under the age of sixteen to work full time, but this was not the case in
Victorian Britain. Thousands of children from poor families were employed in
factories and mills up and down the country, and their wages were the lowest of
the lot. Children as young as seven would work for around seventy two

hours a week usually doing the dirtiest and most boring jobs in dreadful
conditions. They had few or no rights, and could suffer horrible punishments.







schooling a week. They were bound to the mill until the age of twenty one and only got
paid for overtime.

These shocking conditions did not go completely unnoticed and a series of ‘Factories
acts’ passed by Parliament, tried improve conditions. But the practice did not actually
stop until 1870 when the Education act made it compulsory for children to attend
school up until the age of twelve.



ACTIVITY

Imagine you are a newspaper reporter. You have been asked to write an article about
how children are employed in your area. Tell the readers where you found the child
working, their name, their age, and a little about their family background.

Do you think it’s a good thing they are working or not?

Drama Activity

Make a still picture of children working in a cotton mill using the whole group.
Ask the participants to decide in pairs what they are doing and present a still
photograph. Two should be Foreman.

Once the entire group is included — introduce the idea that something
unusual suddenly happens — Maybe there is an accident? Maybe the Mill
owner is coming to visit? What is their reaction to it?

Play out the scene freezing it from time to time and ask individuals to say







